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Y - 10 April, 1946
| 25X1A9a

SUBJECT: Report, for the Resord, on Gonference with Officisle of the
' Buresu of the Qensus, .

1. In sccordance with arrangements made by Information Branch, C.P.5.,
D¥. A. Ross Zekler, hief Soclal Science Analyst and Dr. 4. J« Jaffe, Statis-
tician, of the Bureau of the Census, met with 8 group of representatives of
the federal agencies tonoerned with foreign intslligence in the interest of

the nationsl seourity, at 1400 (2400PM) on Monday, 8 April, 19h6.

2. The meeting wes held in confevence roum 513l~D, New War Department
Building, and the following persons were present in sddition to Drs. Bokler
and Jaff@gw

folonel Mplean - representing G-2, WDAS)

Captaln Pehlan, U.5.H. - representing ONI; _
Colonel Robert Taylor, III - reprasenting A-2, HQ. &AF}
Golonel G. R. Psaring, Jr. - representing State Dept.}

¥r. D, M. Ladd ) ector, FBI;
¥r. Donald €. wé‘%;ﬁmn%mg Bureau of the Budget;
25X1A9a

3+  The gentlemen of the Buresu explained ihe 1ype of SLAUISTLOAL WOrX
they do and the means thsy have dsveloped for verifying figures and tables
published by foreign countries. They stated that statistics are axchanged
with soms forelgn countriesy that efforis are being made to sstablish such
sxohanges with other eountries (e.g. RBussis)y thet sid ip givem to more
backward countries in the development of statistical proceasssa; elc.

k. In.the course of round-table disoussion which followsd the general
presentation, it was brought out that, by means of sustained comparative
statistical study:~

a. foed orises can be predicted with great sscurasy and--if proper
advance steps are taken——starvation conditions can be prevented.
Such atulties on a continuing basls are projected under the
United ¥ations plans. '

b. Flowof strategic materlals into and oub of the United States,
or any other ecountyy, ean be followed.
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¢+ FPopulation and other figures published by foreign countries
ean be checked and their degrees of asdcuracy ocan be deter-

d. Manpowsr availsble for various phases of pational life in
forsign gountries cen be determined, by spplication of sertsin
rules to published vital statistics which first have been
checked as indisated in e¢., above.

5. 7The round-table discusaicn‘ brought out, also, thate-

& Thers is no gontrol c-emereised over the distribution of the
Bureants published reports, tables, eto.; any person or
rganigation can purchase the publiicstions at the Government
Printing Office,

b. The Bureau has no funds which permit its making speclal studles
for sther agencies but-~if the other agencies requiring specisl
studies reimburse the Buresu--it is prepared to make such
special studies to the limit of its available manpower. Such
special studies are not published and can be ¢lassified as
required, :

g« Although Russlan statistics get much publicity, it wes stated
by Dr. Jaffe thai the U.S, published about one thousand
{1,000) times as many statistics am Russia does,

d., Sampling techniqus 1z used wldely by the Bureau%%ﬁﬁ‘gg %amp}.a&
of 2,000 in some cases and 20,000 in others. aslked
if samples mo small as 200 were ever used and eclted 2 case in
which s small a sample had been used with excellent and
agourste results. The gentlemen of the Census stated that
guch sma)l samples were not used by them; that the cost of
saxpling 2,000 was 1ittle greater than that of saspling 200
and that, for their purposes, the larger sample was necessary.

8, Tt is suggested that & fulure conferense with the mdience inoluding
81l government agensiss interested in the Census stetistics and their raml~
fiostions, might be advantagecus, The gentlemen of the Census are prepared
to appear and the Infoermation Branch is Fﬁ’g}?ﬁféa“ arrange the Sonfersnce.

25X1A9%9a

Chief, Infermation Branch, C.P.S.
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